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OUR NEXT MEETING:
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2018

February 2018
Membership: JoAnne Destro
408-445-8515
Italians2@comcast.net

KEITH DEFILIPPIS
“Letters to The Editor”

11:30 a.m.
at
Holder’s Country Inn
998 So. De Anza Blvd.
San Jose, CA 95129
Featuring

KEITH DEFILIPPIS!
Cost: $24.00 (includes lunch)
Checks must be payable to “West Valley RWF”

MENU CHOICES
Cobb Salad
Chicken, bacon, tomato, avocado

or

Turkey Club Sandwich
; served with Fries

or

Chicken Fried Steak
Ground Angus beef steak,

Please note your menu choice(s) on your check & mail to:

Grace Russo
2393 Karen Dr., #3
Santa Clara, CA 95050
Checks must be received by Monday, Jan. 14th!
Questions? Call Grace at 408-499-1695
“A reservation made is a reservation paid!”

“Keith C. De Filippis is a father, veteran, curmudgeon
and political junkie. Originally a farm boy from a
small town, he is an active writer of letters to the
editor and is concerned about the bias of mainstream
media.” -NewsBlaze.com
Keith DeFilippis a military veteran and a Lockheed
retiree. He was a long-time volunteer for the Santa
Clara County GOP and worked on many campaigns as
a member of SCCGOP. A Jack-of-all-trades when it
comes to political savvy, Keith has attended many
State GOP conventions and was a resource at our
Republican headquarters for many years.
Keith is also a long-time and well-respected Associate
Member of West Valley Republican Women, and an
oft-published author or letters to the Editor of the SJ
Mercury News! Keith is moving out of the area soon
to live closer to his family and we will miss our friend.
Take advantage of this great opportunity to hear from
Keith on “how to get published” when we write letters
to editors.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It’s hard to believe that President Trump is starting
his second year in office, especially when we
consider all that has been hurled at him by the
Democrats and Never-Trumpers and his own missteps. Need I mention a one-sided press that
continues to be vicious? I'm sure many of you heard
Rush Limbaugh's remarks concerning placing blame.
He said that for eight years all Obama and the
Democrats could say regarding any and all problems
was "it was Bush's fault". However, now they are
trying to convince the country and themselves that all
the good things going on should be credited to
Obama due to all his actions and the wonderful state
of the nation that President Trump inherited!
Our member Carolyn Booker and I attended the
Northern Division 2018 CFRW Northern Division
Leadership Forum in Sacramento the end of January.
It was highly informative and worthwhile. Dottie
Linden, the new president, is very energetic and
enthusiastic. There were good discussions regarding
the new California ID card, the planned demise
of polling places in California starting in 2020, and
strategies for building membership which we will be
sharing with you at a later date. I highly recommend
this forum. It was definitely time well spent!
We are working on having The Republican
Gubernatorial Candidates speak to us at our
upcoming monthly lunch meetings, so circle the third
Thursday of the coming months on your calendars!
First up, we have Doug Ose speaking in
March. Invite a friend! The worst thing they can say
is "no". Particularly because the new gas tax and
registration fee increases will be discussed. There is
so little information out there, I'm convinced many
people think the increase is due to rising prices. Invite
your friends to come hear some truth in politics!
-Mayme Abbott
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Our 2018-2019 Board of Directors
President – Mayme Abbott
1st VP/Programs – Lorene Milligan
2nd VP/Membership – JoAnne Destro
3rd VP/Ways & Means – Shirley Keller/Kay Young
Recording Secretary – Jan Davis
Treasurer – Mary Goodman
Corresponding Secretary – Kris Saba
Director-at-Large – Kathie Topham

~ COMMITTEE CHAIRS ~
Achievement Awards:
American History Outreach
Americanism:
Caring for America:
Central Committee:
Chaplain:
Historian:
Hospitality/Luncheon:
Newsletter/Legislation:
Parliamentarian:
Phone Committee:
Publicity/Facebook/Web:
Voter Registration:

Bunny Hacker
Shirley Keller
Betty Faultner
Mary Frazier
Kay Young
June Fromm
Christine Austin-Walker
Grace Russo
Bunny Hacker
Julie Eckroat/Sue Moley
Betty Kaye Miller
Bunny Hacker
Shirley Keller

REPUBLICAN RESOURCES
• West Valley Republican Women Federated:
www.westvalleyrwf.org
• Santa Clara County Republican Party:
408-246-6600 Phone
408-246-1443 Fax
www.svgop.com
• California Republican Party:
818-841-5210 Phone
818-841-6668 Fax
www.cagop.org
• California Federation of Republican Women (CFRW):
www.cfrw.org
Advocacy Office - E-mail: advocate@cfrw.org
• CFRW Northern Division (CFRW-ND):
www.cfrwnd.org
• National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW):
www.nfrw.org
• Republican National Committee: 202-863-8500
https://www.gop.com

February 13:

Kay Eshleman
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Year One of Making America Great Again!
By Mark Alexander - January 3, 2018 – patriotpost.us
"The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind." —Thomas Paine (1776)
In his 1980 presidential debate with Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan did what he would often do in the years that
followed: He talked over the mainstream media cameras and spoke directly to the American people. On this particular
occasion, he asked, "Are you better off than you were four years ago?" They were not, of course, and they thus
entrusted Reagan with two presidential terms to right our nation's course.
Today, only a leftist suffering from the deep denial associated with
Trump Derangement Syndrome refuses to acknowledge how much
better off our nation is today than it was just one year ago. Notably,
Donald Trump has also found a way to talk over the heads of the
Leftmedia propaganda machine — social media. Fortunately, Trump's
chief of staff, former Marine Gen. John Kelly, is helping his boss
refine his use of that message medium.

"A wave of optimism has swept over
American business...new plants, equipment
and factory upgrades that bolster economic
growth, spur job creation - and raise wages
significantly."
- New York Times

In the first week of 2017, I had concerns about what a Trump presidency would look like, but I knew for certain that
our nation would be better off on his worst day in office than on Hillary Clinton's best.
Two months earlier, like most other constitutionally conservative defenders of Liberty, I had encouraged fellow
Patriots to vote for the Trump ticket — as I did personally, motivated primarily by four lines of reasoning.
First, Hillary Clinton (never an option) would have taken the domestic and foreign policy catastrophes implemented
by her predecessor and their statist Democrat Party and driven those stakes further into the heart of Liberty.
Second, one of the deepest stakes would have been Clinton's Supreme Court nominees, which would have further
advanced her tyrannical "rule of men" agenda over our Republic's Rule of Law mandate. It is that most fundamental
republican principle which all federal politicians and administrators have sworn "to Support and Defend," but which
those on the Left violate constantly and contemptuously.
Third, though the ranks of genuine conservatives in the House and Senate have grown substantially, the so-called
"establishment Republicans" were still in control. We were ready for a Trump detonation in the middle of that status
quo "leadership," to set a course for something other than more of the same.
And last but certainly not least, I have known and followed closely the career and policies advocated by Mike Pence
for 20 years. Trump's choice of Pence, versus Clinton's pathetic choice of Sen. Tim Kaine for her ticket, spoke
volumes about Trump's leadership potential.
So are we better off than we were a year ago? President Reagan would, I think, be proud of the conservative agenda
that Donald Trump has pushed through.
All the leftist denial notwithstanding, here is what the Trump administration's domestic policies have helped create in
just 12 months.
Headline unemployment is now at its lowest mark in 17 years, though I note this benchmark with caution as there are
many Americans who had to take subsistence jobs during the previous eight years.
[Continued on page 4]
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[Year One…” - Continued from page 3]
Trump's policies are righting our nation's economic course.
American businesses have created more than 1.7 million new
jobs, including almost 160,000 manufacturing jobs and another
58,000 in mining and logging. Notably, the number of illegal
immigrants vying for American jobs and lowering American
wages has declined significantly.
GDP topped 3% for the last two quarters of 2017. (In the 32
quarters of Obama's "recovery," only twice did he register a GDP
of 3% or better.)
Our economy, re-fueled in large part by enthusiasm for the future, is once again growing. The Conference Board
Consumer Confidence Index is at a 17-year high, and the National Association of Manufacturers’ Outlook Index is at
its highest annual average in its history.
Even The New York Times has had to acknowledge, "A wave of optimism has swept over American business leaders,
and it is beginning to translate into the sort of investment in new plants, equipment and factory upgrades that bolsters
economic growth, spurs job creation — and may finally raise wages significantly." (One can only imagine the
gnashing of teeth that took place prior to publishing that single sentence.)
The prospects of continued growth are being supercharged by the Republican passage of tax reform — $1.5 trillion in
tax cuts — almost 60% to families, most of whom will now be able to file their IRS return on a single page.
The tax reform measures also repealed the so-called "Affordable Care Act" individual mandate burden on individuals
and families.
Economic growth will be boosted by record cuts in government regulations and new accountability measures. The
Trump administration eliminated 22 regulations for each new one enacted. Trump signed 15 Congressional Review
Act resolutions into law, more than any other president.
The rogue EPA, which has been weaponized by Democrats to control and micromanage economic development, is
being reined in. Trump has unleashed energy development to reduce our nation's dependence on foreign energy
sources. And the so-called "Consumer Financial Protection Bureau" has been put on notice.
And on the coattails of the U.S. economic recovery, the global economy grew at a faster rate than it has since 2011.
That's American leadership. The Trump administration has worked to close hundreds of billions in deals to sell
American products abroad. And in recent months foreign companies have announced $50 billion in new U.S. projects.
Trump has put America first by withdrawing from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, working to modify NAFTA, and
saying farewell to the utopian socialists' so-called "climate change" treaty.
While economic strength certainly bolsters Liberty, Trump nomination of more than 70 conservative federal judges,
including that of now-Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch for the seat vacated by the revered late Justice Antonin
Scalia, has been a critical step to ensuring Liberty for the next generation. Republicans confirmed a record-setting 12
conservative federal circuit judges.
And the year in foreign policy has been favorable, unless you're an adversary of the United States. The most notable
advances in U.S. national security interests would certainly include Trump's confrontation of China's nuclear puppet,
North Korea and Kim Jong-un.
[Continued on page 5]
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[“Year One…” - Continued from page 4]
Just a few short years ago, we heard that "al-Qa'ida is on the run." And when that proved untrue, we heard that "we've
contained them." Today, however, we can truthfully report that al-Qa'ida's bloodier successor, the Islamic State,
founded in effect by Obama and Clinton, is really on the run, having been largely eradicated from its rat holes in Iraq
and areas of Syria. However, so-called "lone wolf" Islamist sympathizers remain a daunting threat to Western Europe
and the U.S.
Further, there are emerging democracy movements around the world fueled by the knowledge that they will now have
U.S. support. The most notable movement now underway is that challenging the terrorist-sponsoring Islamist
theocracy of Iran.
Notably, despite the overwhelmingly anti-Trump media in his first year, versus Obama's overwhelmingly adoring
media in his first year, their approval ratings are virtually identical, with both at 46% at the end of their first year.
Leftists have thus far failed to derail Trump's "Make America
Great Again" agenda, so in collusion with their Leftmedia
public relations outlets, they've created a colossal fake news
farce to undermine public support for our duly elected president,
most notably their claims of Russian collusion and corruption.
However, now that it appears to be Clinton who orchestrated the
collusion delusion, the Democrats' next line of attack ahead of
this year's midterm elections will most likely be "sexual
harassment" claims.
Before the end of this month, I'll be covering in detail the
critical issues for maintaining control of the House and Senate this year.
But for now, let me just say that I'm grateful for the year just passed for many reasons — and that the future prospects
for Liberty are in much better hands than they might have been. v

2018 CFRW WINTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING & CONFERENCE
FEBRUARY 9 - 11, 2018
RENAISSANCE HOTEL
111 E. Ocean Blvd. Long Beach, CA
PHONE: 1-888-236-2427
https://aws.passkey.com/go/cafederationofrepublicanwomen
Use Reservation Code: CFRW to ensure Conference RATE of $169
for Double or Single Room
Questions: Contact Registrar: Pamela Faulkner at
Pam4CFRW@gmail.com or 805.551.3618
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CFRW – CAPITOL UPDATE
Allison Olson, Legislative Advocate
Bills, Bills, Bills
Here are some important bills for our members to be aware of:
AB 403 (Melendez, R): Legislative Whistleblower Protection Act- To her credit, Assemblywoman Melendez has been trying
to pass this bill since 2012. Now that sexual harassment and assault claims are running wild in the Capitol- with two Democrat
Assemblymen resigning, a Democrat Senator on leave and another Democrat Senator with several credible accusations in the
wings, it is no surprise that the Democrat legislative majority has killed this bill every session since it's inception. But
Assemblywoman Melendez persists. Legislative staffers deserve the same whistleblower protections as every other state
government employee, and yet, the culture of corruption in Sacramento protects those in power in the Legislature. It is high time
that those who abuse their power answer for their sins.
AB 1745 (Ting, D): Assemblyman Ting wants to ban all gas-powered, internal combustion vehicle by 2040. That's right...
Assemblyman Ting wants to ban YOUR CAR. The havoc this would cause on our economy alone is enough to kill it. This is so
short-sided and a huge government overreach.
AB 1756 (Brough, R): Do you hate the gas tax as much as we do? Assemblyman Brough is trying to repeal SB 1 through
legislative channels, while efforts to repeal SB 1 through the ballot box continue as well. Though we don't expect this bill to make
it through, it is important to support. Polls after polls have made it clear that Californians do not support the Gas Tax.
AB 1886 (Fong, R): Speaking of the Gas Tax, did you know it was unnecessary? Assemblyman Fong introduced legislation
last session that would have fully funded transportation infrastructure repairs and new roads without raising Californians' taxes.
That bill failed, but he is trying again, especially in the wake of how unpopular SB 1 truly is. AB 1886 would allocate $5.6 billion
in transportation funding for new roads, repairs, and traffic congestion without raising our taxes! The revenue is already there, the
funding already exists. Democrats would rather raise our taxes and fees than use our transportation funding mechanism for just
that- transportation funds.
SB 827 (Wiener, D): California has a housing crisis, and there have been many ideas and suggestions as to how to fix it.
Assemblyman Wiener is from the San Francisco Bay Area, and his bill would allow for higher, denser, transportation village
housing. SB 827 would allow housing buildings near public transportation to be taller, denser, and allow for more dwellings.
Sounds like quality living!
SB 834 (Jackson, D)/AB 1775 (Mullin, D): These two bills essentially do the same thing, but they are working different
avenues. Both are an affront to President Trump's energy plan, and they seek to stonewall any oil drilling off our coasts. Both bills
ban new construction on pipelines, piers, or wharfs in any state coastal waters. This would effectively halt the President's efforts to
drill off our coasts.
Primary Ballot Measures
The June Primary Election is closer than we realize! The CFRW will come out with Official Positions on each of the four Primary
Ballot Measures. Remember that these measures were put on the ballot by the legislature and that citizen-driven initiatives are
only allowed on the General Election ballot. The state legislature referred 3 constitutional amendments to the primary election
ballot. Two of them were part of a previous session legislative package. For now, here is a brief description of each measure.
ACA 1 (Mayes, R): Vote Requirement to Use Cap And Trade Revenue Amendment - requires a one time, 2/3rds vote to use
revenue from our state's Cap and Trade program in 2024. ACA 1 was part of a legislative deal on the Cap and Trade extension at
the end of last legislatve session. It requires the legislative vote threshold to pass a spending plan for the revenue from our state's
Cap and Trade program.
ACA 5 (Frazier, D): Transportation and Fees "Lockbox" Amendment- requires that SB 1 (the Gas Tax) taxes and fees
revenue be used for transportation purposes only. It also exempts the revenue from SB 1 from the state appropriations limit, or the
Gann Limit. This prohibits the state from spending revenue in excess of per-person government spending in 1978-79 (adjusted for
inflation and cost of living).
SB 5 (DeLeon, D): The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act- What
a mouthful, right? This issues a $4 billion general obligation bond for parks, environmental protection and water infrastructure. In
the weeks to come, we will list the entire allocation of the $4 billion dollars, but for now, know that many, many different grants
and water authorities will come into tens of millions of dollars of your money if this passes. From 1993 to present day, the state of
California has had 39 bonds on our state election ballots. Of those, the voters have passed 31. Of those bonds, only 6 have been
citizen driven. The state currently has $73.33 billion outstanding in general obligation bond debt.
ACA 17 (Mullin, D): Effective Date of Ballot Measures Amendment- Currently, our state ballot measures come into effect the
day after the election, unless otherwise noted in the measure itself. This measure would make it so when the voters approve a
ballot measure, it would take effect five days after the Secretary of State certifies the election. The Secretary of State is required to
certify elections no later than 38 days after the election. The rationale for this measure is to account for the increasing vote by mail
ballots needed to be counted after the election date.
v
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Membership Information
YOUR DUES ARE PAST DUE!
THANK YOU to all of you who have already renewed for 2018! We are currently only 16 members away from
reaching our 2017 levels. According to our Bylaws, ARTICLE IV – DUES/BUDGET: Sec. 2. “Members are
delinquent if dues are not paid in January, and membership may be rescinded if not paid by March 31 of any
calendar year.”
In this important election year, our membership goals are even more important! We MUST maintain past
memberships and acquire new members in order to have the biggest impact sharing knowledge and information!
For convenience, you may use the membership form at the bottom of this page.
Don’t wait – fill in the form below and mail in your 2018 Dues today!
Membership levels…
• Regular Membership: $40.00/year
• Sustaining Membership: $50.00/year (for members wishing to contribute additional financial support)
• Associate membership: $15/year (for Republican Gentlemen or for *women who are already registered
members of another Federated club)
• College Republican Women: Freshman thru Senior year – only $18.00/year! Members, gift your college
daughters & granddaughters with membership in West Valley Republican Women Federated!
• Students: Highschool-age students age 15+ are welcome to courtesy membership with parent’s permission.
To join…
Please fill in the following information and enclose with your check made payable to West Valley RWF.
Mail to: JoAnn Destro – 1521 San Andreas Ave. – San Jose, CA 95118
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Print Name: ______________________________________
[_] Renewal
$40

[_] New Member [_] Sustaining
$40

$50

[_] Associate
$15

[_] College [_] Highschool [_] +Donation
$18

no charge

as you wish

In order to keep our records up to date, please provide your information here:
Address:_____________________________________ City__________________________Zip:___________
Phone: ______________________________________ E-mail: ______________________________________
[We do not use your e-mail for anything other than important Federation communications!]
(*Associate women, please note the name of the Federated club to which you are paying your regular
membership dues:________________________________________).
**Republican Gentlemen are welcome and encouraged to attend our meetings, and we invite you to join us
in a supporting role as Associate Members!
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REPUBLICAN WOMEN FEDERATED
c/o Bunny Hacker
55 Church St., #1301
Los Gatos, CA 95030-6922
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Don’t sit on the sidelines…get involved!

Feb. 4

Super Bowl Sunday

Feb.9-11 CFRW Winter Conference, Long Beach (See details at www.cfrw.org!)
Feb. 13

Board Meeting 10:00am

Feb. 14

Valentine’s Day

Feb. 15

West Valley RWF Lunch Meeting, 998 So. De Anza Blvd, San Jose, CA
95129
11:30am–1:30pm – featuring Keith Defilippis!

Feb. 19

Presidents’ Day! Fly the Flag!

Mar. 13

Board Meeting 10:00am

Mar. 15

West Valley RWF Lunch Meeting, 998 So. De Anza Blvd, San Jose, CA
95129
11:30am–1:30pm – featuring DOUG OSE, Candidate for Governor!

Apr. 1

EASTER SUNDAY

Apr. 10

Board Meeting 10:00am

Apr. 19

West Valley RWF Lunch Meeting, 998 So. De Anza Blvd, San Jose, CA
95129 - 11:30am–1:30pm – Guest Speaker TBA

May 4-6

California GOP Convention, San Diego (details coming soon to
https://www.cagop.org)

Informed ~
Involved ~
Impactful!
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