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Your new BOD wishes you all Happy Holidays and A Healthy and Successful 2019!

Please see a listing of the 2019 Officers and Committee Chairpersons includes in this
newsletter on Page 10 and a list of our 2019 meetings on Page One below.
Mary Wagle, our new Speaker Chairperson and 2nd Vice President, has successfully engaged
Jon Coupal for our first January breakfast meeting on the 24th at 10:00 a.m. at the Foothill Center. You
may recognize Jon Coupal as the person behind Proposition 13 – a benefit for all existing home owners in California, and one we do not want to lose. Mr. Coupal’s talk should be very interesting. Details
and a Bio are on page 2 in this newsletter.
Nationally, don’t you feel safer than you did at the start of 2018? I certainly do. It is such great
news that ISIS has been defeated and our troupes are leaving Syria. At the close of our last President’s term, we were very much aware of the terrorist threat of ISIS. This reduction of the threat
Carla Evans
represents genuine accomplishments of President Trump and our military forces.
Several club members deserve our thanks for their efforts this past year. Our thanks and
appreciation go out to June Hayes and Bill Eckert, who worked together to provide our speaker programs, Mary Wagle & Laura
Swensen who provided table décor, Burt Lancaster who served as our 2018 President, and continues as 1st Vice President this
year. No thank you list would be complete without including our extraordinary “Arrangers—Donna & Jean, the Dynamic Duo, and
our Sunshine pair Betty and Charlotte. Many others contributed to our club and are continuing to do so as they return as Officers or
serving on committees. A special thanks to Sue, our Sec.; Gary, the Publicist; and Ruth , our keeper of Crown Jewels.
I look forward to 2019 for our club, and know we will have some interesting speakers for you. We want your meetings to be
enjoyable and worth your time. I hope to see you on January 24th!
(Please consider helping, with Membership & Decorating)
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The Republican Club at the Villages

PublicityChairman
carngar@gmail.com

held its Christmas Lunch in the Villages Clubhouse on December
5th. It was the time to bring your “Toys for Tots” for the under
privileged children, and the response was great. (see Bills picture) Jean’s games were an exciting addition to the normal program. Old and new Officers were introduced and recognized,
with the usual plea for some new volunteers to step up and
help. Piano player a great addition, and Gary is a great song
We could sure use some help with Membership and Decorating. It’s time for a little
“new blood” to step up and volunteer. The same people are making huge sacrifices!!

2nd Vice Pres.
Mary Wagle
marywagle@gmail.com

Our guest for our January meeting is Jon Coupal, the President of the
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association, the largest taxpayers association in California with a membership of over 200,000. Founded by the late Howard Jarvis, the author
of Proposition 13, HJTA’s name is synonymous with tax relief and the uncompromising defense of the California homeowner. From 1991 to 1998, Jon served as Director
of Legal Affairs for HJTA, overseeing the organization’s litigation and lobbying efforts.
He is a recognized expert in California fiscal affairs and has argued numerous tax
cases before the courts. He successfully defended Proposition 140, the state’s “term
Co-Speakers
limit initiative”, before the California Supreme Court. In 1995, he won a major ruling
before the Supreme Court when it upheld the validity of Proposition 62, an HJTA sponLaura Swenson
sored initiative guaranteeing the right to vote on local taxes. He is the principal
lauraswenson1953@gmail.com
drafter of Proposition 218, the Right to Vote on Taxes Act, a measure passed by the
voters in November 1996. He has chaired of several initiative campaigns representing the interests of taxpayers
including his most recent battle against Proposition 88, the statewide parcel tax initiative, defeated by the voters in November of 2006. He is also
Chairman of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayer Foundation which provides funding for taxpayer rights litigation and educational studies. Jon is also a
member of the National Taxpayers Union BOD and is a graduate of the Marshall-Wythe School of Law at the College of William and Mary, where
he received his J.D. degree. After law school, he was an attorney with Pacific Legal Foundation for nine years, specializing in tax issues and political law. He resides in Sacramento with his wife Catherine, daughter Elena and son Adam.
Don’t Miss Hearing Him!!!!!

General Meeting
Foothill Center

Jean Corrigan
jeancorrigan@att.net

223-8676

Donna Roberson
donna@roberson.com

January 24th 10:00 - Noon

270-1221

Continental Breakfast
Bagels, Donuts, Coffee, Tea, Juice
(Served by ex-Victoria Secret Models)
Contributions Expected

bettydwyre@gmail.com
816-6203

Sunshine
Corner

charann10@sbcglobal.net

223-7363

< If you know a member who might need a little sunshine contact >

Picture in next issue!!!
223-8676
Roger Lasson home, short walks under the watchful eye of Anne,
and Anne herself is undergoing health issues.
Charlotte Boileau encountered setbacks but in a struggle to recover.
Please keep these valuable folks in your thoughts.
Betty Dwyre

Charlotte Boileau

He Fights!
My Leftist friends (as well as many ardent #NeverTrumpers) constantly ask me if I’m not bothered by Donald Trump’s
lack of decorum. They ask if I don’t think his tweets are “beneath the dignity of the office.” Here’s my answer: We
Right-thinking people have tried dignity. There could not have been a man of more quiet dignity than George W. Bush
as he suffered the outrageous lies and politically motivated hatreds that undermined his presidency. We tried statesmanship. Could there be another human being on this earth who so desperately prized “collegiality” as John McCain?
We tried propriety — has there ever been a nicer human being than Mitt Romney? And the results were always the
same. This is because — while we were playing by the rules of dignity, collegiality and propriety — the Left has been,
for the past 60 years, engaged in a knife fight where the only rules are those of Saul Alinsky and the Chicago mob.
The Culture War
I don’t find anything “dignified,” “collegial” or “proper” about Barack Obama’s lying about what went down on the
streets of Ferguson in order to ramp up racial hatreds because racial hatreds serve the Democratic Party. I don’t see
anything “dignified” in lying about the deaths of four Americans in Benghazi and imprisoning an innocent filmmaker to
cover your tracks. I don’t see anything “statesman-like” in weaponizing the IRS to be used to destroy your political
opponents and any dissent. Yes, Obama was “articulate” and “polished” but in no way was he in the least bit
“dignified,” “collegial” or “proper.”
During wartime, things like “dignity” & “collegiality” simply aren’t the most essential qualities one looks for in their
warriors.
The Left has been engaged in a war against America since the rise of the Children of the ’60s. To them, it has been an
all-out war where nothing is held sacred and nothing is seen as beyond the pale. It has been a war they’ve fought with
violence, the threat of violence, demagoguery and lies from day one — the violent take-over of the universities — till
today. The problem is that, through these years, the Left has been the only side fighting this war. While the Left has
been taking a knife to anyone who stands in their way, the Right has continued to act with dignity, collegiality and propriety. With Donald Trump, this all has come to an end. Donald Trump is America’s first wartime president in the Culture War During wartime, things like “dignity” and “collegiality” simply aren’t the most essential qualities one looks
for in their warriors. Ulysses Grant was a drunk whose behavior in peacetime might well have seen him drummed out
of the Army for conduct unbecoming. Had Abraham Lincoln applied the peacetime rules of propriety and booted
Grant, the Democrats might well still be holding their slaves today. Lincoln recognized that, “I cannot spare this man.
He fights.”
It’s wonderful to see that not only is Trump fighting, he’s defeating the Left using their own tactics.
General George Patton was a vulgar-talking, son-of-a-gun. In peacetime, this might have seen him stripped of rank.
But, had Franklin Roosevelt applied the normal rules of decorum, then Hitler and the Socialists would barely be five
decades into their thousand-year Reich. Trump is fighting. And what’s particularly delicious is that, like Patton standing over the battlefield as his tanks obliterated Rommel’s, he’s shouting, “You magnificent b******s, I read your
book!” That is just the icing on the cake, but it’s wonderful to see that not only is Trump fighting, he’s defeating the
Left using their own tactics. That book is Saul Alinsky’s Rules for Radicals — a book so essential to the Liberals’ war
against America that it is and was the playbook for the entire Obama administration and the subject of Hillary Clinton’s senior thesis. It is a book of such pure evil, that, just as the rest of us would dedicate our book to those we most
love or those to whom we are most indebted, Alinsky dedicated his book to Lucifer. Trump’s tweets may seem rash
and unconsidered but, in reality, he is doing exactly what Alinsky suggested his followers do.
Going After the Media
First, instead of going after “the fake media” — and they are so fake that they have literally gotten every single significant story of the past 60 years not just wrong, but diametrically opposed to the truth, from the Tet Offensive to Benghazi, to what really happened on the streets of Ferguson, Missouri — Trump isolated CNN. He made it personal.
Then, just as Alinsky suggests, he employs ridicule, which Alinsky described as “the most powerful weapon of all.” Everyone gets that it’s not just CNN — in fact, in a world where Al Sharpton and Rachel Maddow, Paul Krugman and Nicholas Kristof are people of influence and whose “reporting” is in no way significantly different than CNN’s — CNN is just
a piker. Most importantly, Trump’s tweets have put CNN in an untenable and unwinnable position. With Trump’s ability to go around them, they cannot simply stand pat. They need to respond. This leaves them with only two choices.
They can either “go high” (as Hillary would disingenuously declare of herself and the fake news would disingenuously
report as the truth) and begin to honestly and accurately report the news or they can double-down on their usual tactics and hope to defeat Trump with twice their usual hysteria and demagoguery.
(Continued on page 4)

The High Road
The problem for CNN (et al.) with the former is that, if they were to start honestly reporting the news, that
would be the end of the Democratic Party they serve. It is nothing but the incessant use of fake news (read:
propaganda) that keeps the Left alive. Imagine, for example, if CNN had honestly and accurately reported
then-candidate Barack Obama’s close ties to foreign terrorists (Rashid Khalidi), domestic terrorists (William
Ayers), the mafia (Tony Rezko) or the true evils of his spiritual mentor Jeremiah Wright’s church. Imagine if
they had honestly and accurately conveyed the evils of the Obamajere administration’s weaponizing of the
IRS to be used against their political opponents or his running of guns to the Mexican cartels or the truth
about the murder of Ambassador Christopher Stevens and the Obama administration’s cover-up. This
makes “going high” a non-starter for CNN. This leaves them no other option but to ratchet up the fake
news, conjuring up the next “nothing burger” and devoting 24 hours a day to hysterical rants about how it’s
“worse than Nixon.”
What CNN Chose
This is, obviously, what CNN has chosen to do. The problem is that, as they become more and more hysterical, they become more and more obvious. Each new effort at even faker news than before and faker
“outrage” only makes it that much more clear to any objective observer that Trump is and always has been
right about the fake news media. And, by causing their hysteria, Trump has forced them into numerous
highly embarrassing and discrediting mistakes. Thus, in their desperation, they have lowered their standards
even further and run with articles so clearly fake that, even with the liberal (lower case “l”) libel laws protecting the media, they’ve had to wholly retract and erase their stories repeatedly. Their flailing at Trump
has even seen them cross the line into criminality, with CNN using their vast corporate fortune to hunt
down a private citizen for having made fun of them in an Internet meme. This threat to “dox” (to release
personal information to encourage co-ideologists to visit violence upon him and his family) a political satirist
was chilling in that it clearly wasn’t meant just for him. If it were, there would have been no reason for CNN
to have made their “deal” with him public. Instead, CNN — playing by “Chicago Rules” — was sending a
message to any and all: dissent will not be tolerated. This heavy-handed and hysterical response to a joke
on the Internet has backfired on CNN, giving rise to only more righteous ridicule.
He Fights
So, to my friends on the Left — and the #NeverTrumpers as well — do I wish we lived in a time when our
president could be “collegial” and “dignified” and “proper”? Of course I do. These aren’t those times. This is
war. And it’s a war that the Left has been fighting without opposition for the past 50 years. So, say anything
you want about this president — I get it, he can be vulgar, he can be crude, he can be undignified at times. I
don’t care. I can’t spare this man. He fights. Evan Sayet is the author (Suggest you now read the “Cold CIVIL War-pg 5)

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.
The newly elected Representative from NYC

America’s Cold CIVIL War
These are extractions (heavy paraphrasing) from an address by Charles Kesler, Professor of Government at Claremont McKenna College, to an audience at
Hillsdale College, with lots ofadjusting to the length to fit our Newsletter. It is so full of sound advice and logical conclusions that could serve to help us understand
why we believe we are Republicans but struggle to offer those reasons and conclusions to our friends and neighbors who present themselves as Democrats, but
also struggle to offer sound reasoning other than they are #NeverTrumpers. For those of you that would like a copy of the full article please e-mail me and I will
forward you a copy of The Hillsdale College “IMPRIMUS” for October 2018.
Modern American Liberalism could be forced to radicalize toward two options, one of which we saw in the Bernie Sanders campaign where a young
generation of liberals embraced socialism openly, something unheard of during the Cold War.
Then in the #MeToo movement in the confirmation battle for Judge Kavanaugh we saw the credo “Believe The Woman – “Truth will emerge not from
an adversarial process weighing evidence and testimony before the bar of reason, but from yielding to the will of the more politically correct. Her truth is stronger than any objective or disinterested truth”.
Poly Scientists distinguish between normal politics that take place within a political and constitutional order and concern means, not ends. The ends
or principles are agreed upon; debate is simply about means. By contrast, regime politics is about who rules and for what ends or principles. Who has rights?
Who gets to vote?......Do we not appear to be continuing to leave the world of normal politics and entering the very dangerous world of regime politics?
Normal Politics is based on the original Constitution as amended. It is grounded in the natural rights contained in the Declaration of Independence
and is often referred to as the “conservative Constitution”. Regime politics is based on what Progressives (Democrats & Liberals) refer to as the “living constitution”, implying that the original Constitution is dead and, in order to remain relevant, it must be infused with new meaning, ends, duties, rights, and powers to
circumvent the limitations the original Constitution imposed on government. The resulting Liberal Constitution would be easily amenable to experimentation and
adjustment. The point of the original Constitution was to keep the times in tune with the founder’s intent. The purpose of the new is to keep it in tune with the
times.
Until the ‘60s most Liberals believed that their Constitution would replace the Conservative one through a kind of slow-motion evolution, but during
those ‘60s the New Left abandoned evolution for revolution. Defenders of the Constitution began to fight back and called for a return to America’s first principles
and their campaign gained steam against the rise in “’60s big government” during the ‘70s & ‘80s (Ronald Reagan). The Cold CIVIL War was on!!!
Consider the following:
- The Liberal Doctrine of Rights traces individual rights to membership in various groups – racial, ethnic, gender, class, which undergo a continual process of
consciousness-raising and empowerment.
- Conservatives regard the individual as the quintessential endangered minority. They trace individual rights to the essence of human nature, which lacks race,
ethnicity, gender, and class, and with souls, with reason. We seek to vindicate human equality and liberty, which is the basis for majority rule in politics. The conservative belief is “freedom of religion”, theirs is “freedom from religion”. The difference is very noteworthy.
I have only covered half of Dr. Kesler’s presentation but, if this half is reasonably well received, I will give his second half a go next month. My wife,
with great patience, believes I can be a bit of a zealot on these subjects so I will undoubtedly take her advice.
My sincerest hopes for a Happy Hanukah, a Merry Christmas, and a healthy and prosperous New Year.
Dan Affourtit

LA’s own Maxine Waters

New York’s Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

The Invasion

The mainstream media is poo-pooing the illegal immigrant caravans that are here and/or approaching the U.S. borders. "Certainly NOT an invasion" they say, mocking President Trump. Perhaps, if
you are swayed into believing that 'open borders' and millions of low/no skill workers flooding into
the U.S. is just fine, you should watch the presentation accessed below. Not sure how he could
make it more obvious - facts and logic don't seem to have made any impression on the Left.
www.youtube.com/embed/LPjzfGChGlE
YOUNG PEOPLE CANNOT LEARN FROM HISTORY ANY MORE BECAUSE HISTORY IS NO
LONGER TAUGHT AS A REQUIRED SUBJECT IN PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS.
Theodore " Dutch " J. Van Kirk was the navigator on the "Enola Gay" when it dropped the bomb at Hiroshima , Japan, and is the last surviving member of that crew. The following is an actual experience he had recently, it really happened.
Dutch was asked to speak at a high school recently.
The young teacher introduced him by saying the speaker was a veteran of World War Eleven (as in
WWII).
Dutch stood up and walked out of the school without saying a word.

End of story..

GOD HELP US
Civil War
How do civil wars happen?
Two or more sides disagree on who runs the country. And they can't settle the question through elections because they don't even agree that
elections are how you decide who's in charge. That's the basic issue here. Who decides who runs the country? When you hate each other but
accept the election results, you have a country.
When you stop accepting election results, you have a countdown to a civil war.
The Mueller investigation is about removing President Trump from office and overturning the results of an election. We all know that. But it's not
the first time they've done this. The first time a Republican president was elected this century, they said he didn't really win. The Supreme Court
gave him the election. There's a pattern here.
What do sure odds of the Democrats rejecting the next Republican president really mean? It means they don't accept the results of any election
that they don't win. It means they don't believe that transfers of power in this country are determined by elections. That's a civil war.
There's no shooting. At least not unless you count the attempt to kill a bunch of Republicans at a charity baseball game practice. But the Democrats have rejected our system of government.
This isn't dissent. It's not disagreement. You can hate the other party. You can think they're the worst thing that ever happened to the country. But
then you work harder to win the next election
When you consistently reject the results of elections that you don't win, what you want is a dictatorship. Your very own dictatorship. The only
legitimate exercise of power in this country, according to Democrats, is its own. Whenever Republicans exercise power, it's inherently illegitimate.
The Democrats lost Congress. They lost the White House. So what did they do? They began trying to run the country through Federal judges and
bureaucrats. Every time that a Federal judge issues an order saying that the President of the United States can't scratch his own back without his
say so, that's the civil war.
Our system of government is based on the constitution, but that's not the system that runs this country. The Democrat's system is that any part of
government that it runs gets total and unlimited power over the country.
If the Democrats are in the White House, then the President can do anything. And I mean anything. He can have his own amnesty for illegal aliens. He can fine you for not having health insurance. His power is unlimited. He's a dictator.
(continued on bottom of page 7)

Treasurer’s Report
Jan-Dec 2018

Balance Forward
Income:

Dues
Ways & Means
Donations
Décor/Flowers
Wine Auction
Brunches/Dinners

Total Income
Expenses:

-

Brunches & Dinners
Decorations
A/V Fees
Newsletter
Conferences
Supplies/Copies
Miscellaneous

Total Operating Expenses:
Contributions
SVGOP
Zito
Borgioli
Membership CCR

Total Expenses
Net Income (Loss)
Ending Fund Balance

Budget

Actual

$ 3,733

$ 3,733.00

2,500
1,000

2,696.00

$ 3,500

91.00
45.00
65.00
725.49
$ 3,622.49

Ruth Branch
Treasurer

rmbranch@gmail.com
800
250
120
200
200
200
100

431.79
200.00
72.00
0.00
90.00
10.00

1,870

803.79

1,200

1,200.00
1,000.00
500.00
450.00

$ 3,070

$ 3,953.79

$ 430.00
$ 4,163

$ (331.30)
$ 3,401.70

531-8691

Sue Herfurth
Secretary

sue_herfurth@sbcglobal.net

(Civil War - Continued from page 6)
But when Republicans get into the White House, suddenly the President can't do anything. He isn't even allowed to undo the illegal alien amnesty that his predecessor illegally invented. A Democrat in the White House has 'discretion' to completely decide every aspect of immigration policy. A Republican doesn't even
have the 'discretion' to reverse him. That's how the game is played That's how our country is run. Sad but true, although the left hasn't yet won that particular
fight.
When a Democrat is in the White House, states aren't even allowed to enforce immigration law. But when a Republican is in the White House, states can create
their own immigration laws. Under Obama, a state wasn't allowed to go to the bathroom without asking permission But under Trump, Jerry Brown can go around
saying that California is an independent republic and sign treaties with other countries.
The Constitution has something to say about that. Whether it's Federal or State, Executive, Legislative or Judiciary, the left moves power around to run the country. If it controls an institution, then that institution is suddenly the supreme power in the land. This is what I call a moving dictatorship.
Donald Trump has caused the Shadow Government to come out of hiding: Professional government is a guild. Like medieval guilds You can't serve in if you're
not a member. If you haven't been indoctrinated into its arcane rituals. If you aren't in the club. And Trump isn't in the club. He brought in a bunch of people who
aren't in the club with him.

Now we're seeing what the pros do when amateurs try to walk in on them. They spy on them, they investigate
them and they send them to jail. They use the tools of power to bring them down. That's not a free country.
It's not a free country when FBI agents who support Hillary take out an 'insurance policy' against Trump winning the election. It's not a free country when Obama
officials engage in massive unmasking of the opposition. It's not a free country when the media responds to the other guy winning by trying to ban the conservative media that supported him from social media. It's not a free country when all of the above collude together to overturn an election because the guy who wasn't
supposed to win did.

Have no doubt, we're in a civil war between conservative volunteer government and a leftist Democrat
professional government.
by the late Dr. Jack Minzey, head of the Department of Education at Eastern Michigan University.

IMMIGRATION
The biggest factor for why Seniors are having more and more of their paid for benefits under attack: They are getting
blamed for part of our country’s increasing deficit. It's easy to dismiss individual programs that benefit non-citizens until
they're all put together and this picture emerges. Someone did a lot of research to put together all this data. Often these
programs are buried within other programs making it difficult to find each of them. The following 11 reasons should be
forwarded over and over again until they are read so many times that the readers get’s sick of reading them. Included
here are the URL's for verification of all the following facts:
1. $11 Billion to $22 Billion is spent on welfare to illegal immigrants each year by state governments.
Verify At: http://www.fairus.org/site/Pag
2. $22 Billion dollars a year is spent on food Assistance programs such as food stamps, WIC, and free school lunches for
illegal immigrants. Verify At: http://www.cis.org/articles/
3. $2.5 Billion dollars a year is spent on Medicaid for illegal immigrants. Verify At: http://www.cis.org/articles/20
4. $12 Billion dollars a year is spent on Primary and secondary school education for children here illegally and they cannot
speak a word of English!
Verify At: http://transcripts.cnn.com/
5. $17 Billion dollars a year is spent for Education for the American-born Children of illegal immigrants, known as Anchor
babies. Verify At: http://transcripts.cnn.com/
6. $3 Million Dollars a DAY is spent to incarcerate illegal immigrants.

Verify At: http://transcripts.cnn.com/%20

7. 30% percent of all Federal Prison Inmates are illegal immigrants. Verify At: https://owa.slugger.com/owa/Ur
8. $90 Billion Dollars a year is spent on Illegal immigrants for Welfare & Social Services by the American taxpayers.
Verify At: http://premium.cnn.com/TRANSCI
9. $200 Billion dollars a year in suppressed American wages are caused by the illegal immigrants. Verify At: http://
transcripts.cnn.com/TRA
10. In 2006, illegal immigrants sent home $45 BILLION to their Countries of origin.
Verify At: http:// rense.com/general75/ nihthtm
11. The Dark Side of Illegal Immigration: Nearly One million sex crimes committed By Illegal Immigrants In The United
States . Verify At: www.drdsk.com/articleshtmlhttp://www.drdsk.com/articleshtml tml
THE TOTAL COST
IS $338.3 BILLION A YEAR. SINCE THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 135 MILLION TAXPAYERS IN THE UNITED
STATES, OVER $2,500 OF YOUR TAXES GO TO FUNDING ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS.Are we THAT Stupid?
YES, FOR ALLOWING THOSE IN THE U.S. CONGRESS TO GET AWAY WITH DOING THIS YEAR AFTER
YEAR!!!!!

Some extraordinary advice from Winston Churchill

The 2018 Midterms: The Real Reason It’s Not Just The Economy Anymore

The U.S. economy is doing quite well. Yet Republicans didn’t fare as well in the midterm elections as they thought the economy would afford
them. Smart observers now understand why: It’s not just the private-sector economy anymore. Democratic consultant James Carville famously
said “it’s the economy, stupid”, in reference to what drives voter concerns. It was 1992 when he said that and the slowing of the economy because
of the Bush 41 tax increase was an election year issue.
Not long after Carville’s statement, U.S. politics took a divisive turn that grips the nation to this day. Bill Clinton became President. His subsequent broken-promised tax increase galvanized congressional Republicans in total opposition. At the same time, the Clintons were pushing HillaryCare, a huge expansion of government that many believed would amount to a government takeover of health care. The prospects of Hillary-Care
added to the growing political divide.
Not long after those developments, in the 1994 midterms, the Democrats lost 54 seats in the House (double the recent loss by Republicans)
and, for the first time in 38 years Republicans took control. Although Clinton was re-elected, he didn’t receive a majority of the popular vote. The
growing intensity of our political divisions was cemented when impeachment proceedings began during Clinton’s second term, just as the internet
and cable tv’s popularity began to take off. The Clinton presidency amplified the stakes of U.S. politics. We fought over the proper role and size of
government and bitterly over the very control of it all – and, in politics, always and everywhere, the higher the stakes, the greater the division.
Risking Stakes
The Clinton presidency was the start of the Divided Era of American History – a period characterized as much by the lasting political differences as by shared cultural values – a period with nearly equal numbers on opposing sides of most political issues. Today, division abounds
between the parties, between red and blue states and counties, between Congress and the Presidency, among the media and the citizenry as a
whole. It is so important to note that the 1993 federal budget was a quaint $1.41 trillion dollars. The 2019 federal budget will likely exceed $4.4
trillion. In other words, even accounting for inflation, the federal government is three times larger now than the beginning of the Clinton presidency
and the Divided Era.
Overall, our governments, from the city council level to the federal government spend $6 trillion dollars – or 37% of the economy. Beyond that,
our regulators, at all levels, impose costs that are approximately equivalent to another 14% of the economy. Over 50% of the U.S. economy is
government or our cost to respond to it.
Those $6 trillion dollars in yearly government expenditures set off a massive competition among Americans (and foreigners) to get
that money. It also sets off a similar competition, decide every two years by elections, to be the party that has the enormous power of giving out
that money and determining the level of regulations.
It’s a law of history and so, with us, that as government expenditures grow, government power grows. It is also true that competition for spoils
and the power to hand them out grows right along with them. This is why, in great part, with each succeeding election, new records are set for
election cycle spending. The 2018 midterms set the record for midterm expenditures, just as the 2016 Presidential elections set it for such elections. You can be sure a new record a new record amount will be spent in 2020.
As those stakes continue to increase you can be sure our divisions will as well. Indeed, the more government decides, the more government
divides. That is the basis for understanding, in significant part, as to why a very good economy didn’t give Republicans the boost they expected in
the midterms. Yet, there were other factors within the cycle at play. The Democrats were more motivated, harvested absentee ballots (especially
in California), had a large fundraising advantage, a very more-than-helpful media, and history on their side. Remember that the President’s party
has lost seats in every midterm except one dating back to Eisenhower.
The Largest Industry In America
All of that still doesn’t tell the story. In the past, a rising economy tended to reduce division and benefited the incumbent party. Although it still
does, it doesn’t benefit the Republican Party as much as it did in the past because so many Democratic politicians, donors, and voters aren’t nearly as invested in the private economy as they were in the past. At 50 % of the economy, government is by far the largest industry in America.
So it should be no surprise that the economy that matters for those Democratic politicians, donors, and voters literally, is the government. The
same holds true for many of those who get part of the $6 trillion in spoils.
Government is the preferred source for so many for health care, environmental activism, education, pensions, union benefits, and jobs. It’s their
No. 1 power source for affecting social change, such as legalizing gay marriage (that’s why they fight so bitterly over Supreme Court nominees).
Those are the issues that matter most to them and far outweigh the unemployment rate or arguments about the “value of freedom”.
Overall, gaining and losing control of the government means far more to Democrats than Republicans. As the power of government grows that
motivation to control government for those Democratic politicians, donors, and their voters will continue to grow as well. Proportionally, along with
that increase, their concerns regarding the private sector will decrease. In this Divided Era Republicans must understand that our elections
are about far more than the private sector economy. Economic growth alone won’t carry them to political victories. That isn’t to say they should
adopt the agenda of the left, and there are actually certain Democratic issues that are beyond Republicans’ ability to attract voters. To remain
competitive politically Republicans MUST start solving the problems that Democrats want government to address, such as health care.
Thomas Del Beccaro is the author of “The Divided Era” and is a former Chairman of The California Republican Party

Editorial Commentary: There is a lot to digest in Mr. Del Baccaro’s article but, for our purposes, the key ingredient is that,

especially here in California, a re-evaluation of our hardened positions must occur and a realization that, unless we are surrendering,
there is much work to be done and it must start at the local level. We must do what is necessary to convince the RNC that investments in California have the potential to pay off. Such a realization should make clear the need for volunteerism and participation
at the lowest level is mandatory and only the beginning.
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Dan Affourtit
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