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DECEMBER NEWSLETTER     
December 4th Annual Christmas Luncheon 

 
Lawrence's Restaurant, 611 Canal St., King City  

Check in 11am-entertainment 11:30am-lunch 12 noon 
Prime Rib, salad, baked potato, vegetable, roll 

$20 includes beverage, tax and tip 
 

   RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST!!!!!! 
Respond to Karen at karenleonhard@yahoo.com or (831) 385-1333 by Dec. 2nd 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
'Tis the Season to put on your Holiday finery and come celebrate Christmas with fellow Republican 
members and friends.  Arrive at 11am with 2 wrapped toys for the children of the military at Fort Hunter 
Liggett.  Mark the gifts boy or girl and age group. For teenage children, some cash in an envelope will give 
them the opportunity to buy something at the PX.  Los Vaqueros Hunting Club Traveling Band will 

entertain at 11:30am and a prime rib luncheon will be served at noon.  The Volunteer 
Spirit Award basket will be given to a member from a drawing of tickets earned 
throughout the year and the associate member of the year will be named.  This is the 
perfect time to invite your friends who may want to join our club and don't forget to 
bring your 2019 membership dues of $25 for regular members and $10 for associate 
members. 
The Los Vaqueros Hunting Club Traveling Band was born of campfire smoke, 
camaraderie and a love of tales and songs where creativity is not hindered by fact or 
truth.  The band consists of close friends, Randy Handley, Terry Handley, Rich 
Casey and Roger Hill and has been performing for the past 20 years.  They love to 
play music, entertain folks and help raise money for good causes.  Come early and be 
prepared to be entertained at 11:30 by this talented group of musicians. 
 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
"Christmas can be celebrated in the school room with pine trees, tinsel, reindeers, but there must be no 
mention of the man whose birthday is being celebrated.  One wonders how a teacher would answer if a 
student asked why it is called Christmas?" 
 
Ronald Reagan 
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SAVE THE DATE  
 
Tuesday, January 8th, will be the date of our January Regular 
Membership Meeting as the first Tuesday in January is New Years Day.  
There will be no Board meeting in December. 
 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE  
The mid-term elections are over and the ballots have been counted. I'm frustrated along with you as to the 
results here in California. Our club took on the "Yes on 6" campaign in earnest.  Our members took home and 
distributed door hangers, bumper stickers, yard signs and information.  You talked to your neighbors and 
friends.  It seemed like a sure thing, who would not agree that repealing the gas tax that we never voted on 
was not a slam dunk to pass? Well, the liberals who wrote the misleading Proposition 6 description on the 
ballot had a lot to do with the results not to mention the millions of dollars spent by the unions and Jerry 
Brown to buy all of the No on 6 TV ads. Many thanks to King City business owners, including JV 
Automobiles, True Value Hardware, Krehbiel Auto Repair, Wildhorse Cafe and Propane, Bassetti Farms, 
Clark Storage and the Food Pantry who all supported Yes on 6. On a positive note, Darlene Acosta and Mike 
LeBarre were re-elected to our city council in King City and Lance Walker won the race for Mayor of 
Greenfield.  My thoughts and good wishes go out to all of the State and Monterey County Republican 
candidates who fought the good fight and thanks to all of you who supported them.  
 

Karen Leonhard, President 
 
   

COOKIE WALK 
This fund raiser was a lot of fun.  Twenty 

members baked beautiful holiday cookies 

and treats.  Claudia Wollesen made all the 

decorative signs to identify each treat.  Pres. 

Karen Leonhard and Sec. Kathy Forgnone, 

Sue Kleber, Monique Craemer Todd, Barba Oetting, Bev Kelley 

and Suzanne Krause helped receive cookies and decorate, and 

made sure the event ran smoothly.  We were lucky the Lions Club 

was having a conference next door and they were our best costumers.  The only sad thing about the event is 

that we didn’t have many customers.  People who bought  thought it was a great idea, so we will do some 

soul searching before we plan to try again next year.  Bottom line is that we made $355.61. 
 

We sincerely thank all the bakers, donors and hard-working ladies that 

helped with the first attempt at this fundraiser. 
 

Dorothy Errea & Jeane Errea Mills 

Co-chairmen  

 
VOLUNTEER SPIRIT AWARD 
The Volunteer Spirit Award is given to a regular member every December from a drawing of tickets awarded 
throughout the year for working as a volunteer in our fundraising events, voter registration, packages to the 
troops or serving as an officer or committee chair.  A basket of gifts is donated by local merchants or club 
members.  The more a member volunteers, the more tickets go into the drawing.  The awards chair is Kathy 
Forgnone and she and the club President are not eligible for the prize.  Arlene Azcona was the 2017 
volunteer.  Come to our Christmas Party and see who goes home the winner this year. 
 



View From The Edge Of The Crowd by Lee Schell 

    I have to admit I'm getting pretty discouraged as a Republican in California.  
All the time, effort, not to mention money, plowed into this past off year election 
was for the most part wasted.  All the encouraging talk about conservative 
candidates riding into office on the coattails of Proposition-6 was just that--talk.  
Prop-6 didn't have a chance to pass what with every unionized state worker 
massed against it.  Neither did most of the Republicans running for statewide office 
hoping that people who voted to repeal the gas tax would also vote for them.  So, 
now we have another "super majority" in Sacramento and once again the 
Republican representatives in the state legislature are irrelevant and the Democrats can do anything they 
want. 

That scares the hell out of me as a law abiding gun 
owner faced with virtually no opposition to new gun 
laws in this state.  It is said by some that doing the same 
thing over and over again, expecting a different outcome, 
is the textbook definition of insanity.  Well California 
lawmakers must be insane because they keep passing 
more restrictive gun regulations and still we have crazy 
people like David Long who shot up that bar in 
Thousand Oaks, killing a dozen people with a legally 
purchased Glock handgun, and we are sure to get more 
gun laws out of Sacramento which will do absolutely 
nothing to make it any safer in California.  More laws 

will only punish law abiding gun owners who have done nothing to deserve this infringement of our 
constitutionally protected right to keep and bear arms. 
 
People who perpetrate violence do not respect 
human life and all the gun laws passed by any 
government will not change this.  Government is 
not a divine authority capable of shielding citizens 
from the danger presented by a flawed human 
condition.  In fact, since we are our own first 
responders more gun laws only hobble us from our 
unalienable right to defend ourselves.  Gun laws 
don't make us safer. They make us more 
vulnerable to attack by depriving us of any means 
necessary to defend ourselves and our families. 

 
After this past disaster of an election, we have to deal with our 
worst nightmare--the governorship of Gavin Newsom who 
could end up being Jerry Brown to the tenth power.  Get ready 
for more gun restrictions. Get ready for another senseless 
shooting.  Get ready for more feigned shock by politicians when 
their Byzantine policies result in predicable and tragic 
outcomes. Our fundamental right to protect ourselves does not 
come from the government.  It doesn't even come from the 
Constitution.  It is an inalienable right that exists because we 
exist as human beings and the right to keep and bear arms--

the right to protect our lives and property--exists without official legal recognition or without judicial 
enforcement of that right.  God gave us the right to live and prosper and only He can restrict it or take it 
away.  I sincerely doubt that Democrat lawmakers in Sacramento will ever acknowledge our divine rights. 



IN CASE YOU MISSED IT   
Russ Surber, retired American Diplomat was our guest speaker for the November 
general membership meeting.  He spoke about the murder of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi and Saudi Arabia.  Lorenzo and staff prepared a delicious pre Thanksgiving 
turkey luncheon with all the trimmings.   Items for the Troops were brought 
and thanks to Barbara Wellong, Jeane Errea-Mills, Dorothy Errea, Kathy 
Forgnone and Ricky Humphries for staying after the meeting to sort and 
pack  for delivery to Occupation Care and Comfort.  Our generous members 
donated $762 to Operation Care and Comfort.  Linda Sayler was the lucky 
ticket holder for our Opportunity drawing. 
 
AMERICANISM  Did you know?  

World War 1-Just after midnight on Christmas morning, the majority of German 
troops observed a cease-fire and commenced to sing Christmas carols.  At first light 
of dawn, many of the German soldiers emerged from their trenches and approached 
the Allied lines across no-man's land calling out" Merry Christmas" in their enemies' 
native tongues.  At first, the Allied soldiers feared it was a trick, but seeing the 
Germans unarmed they climbed out of their trenches and shook hands with the 
enemy soldiers.  The men exchanged presents of cigarettes and plum puddings and 
sang carols and songs.  There was even a documented case of soldiers from opposing 
sides playing a good natured game of soccer. 
 

Kathy Forgnone, Americanism Chair 
 

 SUNSHINE  

Glad to hear that Lorena Cuffney is on the mend and recovering at home after a 
hospital stay.  If you hear of any of our members that are under the weather or in 
need of a bit of cheer, call Cheryl Harrison and she will send a card. (831) 385-5977. 

 
MONTEREY COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY  
Jeff Gorman is the new Chair of the Monterey County Republican Party, replacing Juli Mitchell 
who is stepping down due to health issues.  Jeff has been the Vice Chair of the MCRP and is 
pleased to serve as Chair to continue the splendid traditions of the Grand Old Party and to do 
the work to restore the Republican Brand as a source of pride here on the Central Coast. 
 

CARING FOR AMERICA       
“Old Glory”  
Eddington Funeral Services received a Certificate of Recognition from our club for their 
outstanding patriotism demonstrated by displaying the American Flag at their business on 
Bassett St.  On Memorial Day and on Veterans Day an award is given to a place of business 
in King City that waves "Old Glory" proudly in bold celebration of our American Symbol of 
Freedom.  If you would like to recognize a business to receive this honor contact Karen 
Leonhard (831) 385-1333. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
It doesn’t seem possible that dues time has rolled around again.  I will have dues payment envelopes ready 

for renewing and new members at our spectacular December meeting.   It will be a great opportunity to take 

care paying your dues and not having to give it another thought during the holidays.  Bring a guest to the 

meeting and we can sign them up too! 
 

If you can’t make it to the meeting your payment envelope will be mailed to you. 
 

Thanks, 

Dorothy Errea, Membership Chairman 

 



      SOUTHERN MONTEREY COUNTY REPUBLICAN WOMEN FEDERATED 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH, 2018 

Location:  Lawrence’s Restaurant, King City, CA 

 

Call to Order:  A quorum present, President Karen Leonhard called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. All Officers 

Present:  President, Karen Leonhard, 1st Vice President, Sue Kleber, 2nd Vice President, Jeane Errea-Mills, 

Treasurer, Dorothy Errea and Secretary, Kathy Forgnone.  Guests & Members present:  34 (Exhibit A.) 

Invocation:  Led by Chaplain, Roz Arness. 

Pledge of Allegiance/This Day in History:  Led by Secretary Kathy Forgnone.  

Introductions:  President, Karen Leonhard introduced the speaker and guests, see Exhibit A. 

Guest Speaker: 1st Vice President, Sue Kleber, introduced the guest speaker: Russ Surber, a retired American 

Diplomats. 

New Business:    
Christmas Gifts for FHL Children:  Kathy Merritt stated that unless she receives a response from Fort Hunter Liggett, 

she will contact the Marine's Toys for Tots program to accept the Club's packages at the December Christmas Party. 
Old Business: Dorothy Errea gave information on the Holiday Cookie Walk fundraiser to be held on Saturday 

November 17th, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 or until supplies run out.  She will contact members to make sure there are 

enough cookies for the event.   

Approval of Minutes. With no corrections, the Minutes of October 2nd, 2018, General Membership Meeting will 

stand as approved.  

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Dorothy Errea, gave the report this date (11/6/18), with the balance on Oct. 30th, of 

$4,199.68.  Expenses: $1,046.36, Income: $629.00, Ending Balance Nov. 6th: $3,782.32.  The report will be filed for 

audit. (Exhibit B.)   

Membership Report:  Membership Chair, Dorothy Errea, reported a total of 46 members and 35 associates.  

1st VP Report:  Sue Kleber announced plans for the December 4th, Christmas Party at Lawrence's.   

Sunshine:  It was announced that Associate member, Lee Schell, had successful minor surgery. 

Caring for America:  Kathy Forgnone announced that over $700.00 had been collected towards funding Troop 

packages through Operation Care & Comfort.  Members had also brought a load of items that will be sorted and 

delivered to OCC, on Thursday.  Kathy also noted that all monetary donations are tax deductible.  Information was 

noted on the Agenda. 

Legislation: Kenda Chavez gave a last minute pep talk this voting day, on the Propositions and California's political 

climate from a Texas perspective.   

Newsletter: Jeane Errea-Mills announced that the deadline for items to be included in the December Newsletter would 

be November 17th.  

 

Events & Announcements: 

Nov. 10th - Salute to Veteran's Concert & SoMoCo Center for Performing Arts fundraiser at 4:00 pm. 

Nov. 11th - Veteran's Day, 11 a.m., VFW BBQ & Bake Sale, Bitterwater Road. 

Nov. 15th - KC Chamber of Commerce event at Scheid Winery at noon.  RSVP needed. 

Nov. 30th - King City Christmas Parade. 

Meetings:   

Nov. 8th   - Monterey Peninsula RWF meeting, 11:30 a.m. - Palo Corona Reg. Park, Carmel. 

Nov. 19th - Paso Robles RWF meeting - 11 a.m. - Paso Robles Inn 

Nov. 27th - SMCRWF Board Meeting - 12:00 noon, Rabo Bank, King City.  Everyone Welcome! 

 

Opportunity Drawing:  Member Linda Sayler's number was read for the Opportunity Drawing.  

Adjournment:  With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.    

 

Submitted by:     Kathy Forgnone, Secretary               Approved: __________     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FLAG DAYS  

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day  
December 7 (half-staff) 
Christmas Day  
December 25 

 
NEWS OF OUR NEIGHBORING CLUBS 
 

MONTEREY PENINSULA RWF 
Dec. 13  Monterey RWF,11:30am, Palo Corona Park, Carmel Valley, Christmas 
                 Party, "Joyful Tidings Caroling Company", RSVP (831) 484-1104 
 

PASO ROBLES RWF  
Dec.  17  Paso Robles RWF, Paso Robles Inn, 10:30am-1:30pm, Champagne 
                  Brunch, "In Time Trio", RSVP (408) 981-2546)  
 
CALENDAR  
Nov.  22   Happy Thanksgiving 
Dec.     4   SMCRWF Christmas Party 
Dec.     7   Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Dec.  15    Bill of Rights Day 
Dec.  25    Merry Christmas 
Jan.      1   Happy New Year 
Jan.      8   General Membership Meeting 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
Dec.  2   Tara Kitchens            Dec.    6  Kenda Chavez 
Dec.  2   Laurie Slaten             Dec.  15  Bernice Mason  
Dec   5   Ruth Lopes 
 
 

REAGAN LIBRARY EVENTS  www.reaganfoundation.org (805) 522-2977 
Dec.    6  Mary Evans Seeley, author "Seasons Greetings" museum store noon-5pm 
Dec.    9  Holiday Lights Dinner Tour, 5:30pm-8:30pm, $67.95 
Dec.  12  Holiday Lunch Tour, 12:30pm-4:30pm, $64.00 
Dec.  31  New Year's Eve Celebration, 8pm-1am, $155.00 
 

NEWS OF OUR SPONSORS 
TRUE VALUE HARDWARE  www.truevalue.com/kingcity 
Bargains of the month: 
6 ft deluxe folding table       $34.99            Steel folding chair                       $10.99 
Blue Buffalo 30# dog food   $46.99           Duracell Batteries AA or AAA   $  6.99 
Print on line coupons -  2 for 1 key duplication and $5 off $50 purchase 
 

WILDHORSE CAFE          Wildhorse exit on Hwy 101 
Katie Dodson and family at Wildhorse Cafe wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS     http://www.montereycountyelections.us/pdf/elected_officials_list.pdf                                                          
 

MONTEREY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS               CONGRESS U.S. HOUSE   GOVERNOR    
Simon Salinas  D    District 3   South County                      
168 W. Alisal, 3rd Floor. Salinas, CA 93901                                    Jimmy Panetta     D        District 20  Jerry Brown     D 
(831) 385-8333                                                                                       228 Cannon House Office Building.  State Capitol Bldg. #1173 
                                                                                                                  Washington, DC  20515   Sacramento, CA. 95814 
KING CITY CITY COUNCIL                                                          (202) 225-2861          (916) 445-2841 
                                                                                                                  100 W. Alisal, , Salinas, CA 93901 
Mayor Mike LeBarre  R                                                                      (831) 424-2229 
Darlene Acosta             R 
Carlos DeLeon             D                                                                      U.S. SENATE 
Carlos Victoria            D     
Rob Cullen                   D                                                                      Sen. Kamala D. Harris    D  
                                                                                                                 112 Hart Senate Office Bldg.  
2121 S. Vanderhurst St., King City, CA 93930                            Washington, DC  20510 
(831) 385-3281                                                                                     (202) 224-3553  
 
STATE SENATE                                                                                 
 
Sen. Bill Monning   D  District 17                                                   Sen. Dianne Feinstein   D 
State Capitol Room 313, Sacramento, CA. 95814                       331 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
(916) 651-4017                                                                                     Washington, DC   20510 
                                                                                                                (202) 224-3841 
Sen. Anthony Cannella   R   District 12                                         
369 Main St. #208, Salinas, CA 93901                                          
(831) 769-8040 
                                                                                                                PRESIDENT 
STATE ASSEMBLY                                                                            Donald J. Trump  R 
    Anna Caballero  D  District  30                                                    The White House 
318 Cayuga Street, #206, Salinas, CA 93901                                1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
(831) 759-8676                      Washington, DC 20500 

(202) 456-1111 (202) 456-2461 (fax) 
CONGRESSIONAL  LEADERS        
  Speaker Paul Ryan  R  House of Rep.                   Sen. Majority Leader Mitch McConnell R 
 1011 Longworth H.O.B.                      317 Russell Sen. Bld. Washington, DC 20510                           
 Washington, DC 20515                      (202) 224-2541 
(202) 225-6205 

 
Weee                  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Name________________________________________________ Birthday (Mo/Day)______________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone_______________________________________________ E-Mail___________________________________________________ 
 
Active Member $25/Year__________________       Associate Member $10/Year_______________ 
 
Active member is a registered Republican Woman. She will have voting privileges and may hold office. 
Associate member is a woman who is an active member of another Republican Women Federated club 
 or a man that is a registered Republican. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature                                                                                                                Date 
 

Please make check payable to SoMoCo RWF  
 

Mail to: SoMoCo RWF 
   P. O. Box 221 
   King City, CA 93930  



 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. - The National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW) is celebrating the historic 
elections of several Republican women to federal and statewide office on Tuesday. 

 
Marsha Blackburn is the first woman elected to the U.S. Senate from Tennessee, and Kristi Noem will be the 
first woman governor of South Dakota. Martha McSally, who is currently ahead in the vote tally in her race, 
will be Arizona's first woman senator if she wins. 
 
"We are proud of the distinguished leadership and successful candidacies of these Republican women, and 
we are proud of their commitment to our organization," NFRW President Jody Rushton said. "We look 
forward to continuing to work with them after they take office in January." 
 
The NFRW is also celebrating the election of at least three new Republican women to Congress. Young Kim 
won her race in California's 39th congressional district. She will be our nation's first Korean-American 
congresswoman. Yvette Herrell was elected in New Mexico's 2nd congressional district, while Carol Miller 
was elected in West Virginia's 3rd district. 
 
In addition to Noem, at least 10 new Republican women were elected to statewide executive office, 
including lieutenant governors Jeanette Nunez of Florida, Janice McGeachin of Idaho and Pamela Evette of 
South Carolina, and more than 165 new Republican women were elected to state legislatures. Moreover, 
despite a few disappointments, most Republican women incumbents won reelection. 
 
"President Trump and Republicans have a lot to savor today," Rushton said. "We held back the so-called 
Democrat blue wave to a ripple, gaining seats in the U.S. Senate and retaining many of our crucial state 
offices and legislative chambers. Thank you to Republican women across the nation for working tirelessly 
for victories in your states and communities. Your grassroots efforts are second to none." 
 
Founded in 1938, the National Federation of Republican Women is the largest and most influential 
Republican women's group in the nation, proudly representing the party that first made it possible for 
women to vote in the U.S. The NFRW works to increase the effectiveness and relevance of women in the 
cause of good government. Our mission remains to recruit and elect Republican candidates, promote the 
principles of the Republican Party, educate the public and inform the media. 
  



FOUND ON THE WEB SITE “LISTVERSE.COM”  Excerpts  from 
10 Remarkable Origins of Common Christmas Traditions  by Jon Perry DECEMBER 15, 2012 
 
WHY “X-MAS” 
While some rather ignorant groups in the Americas believe that the abbreviation “x-mas” is an attempt by 
the “dirty liberals” to “keep the Christ out of Christmas”, the true origins have a strong basis in Christianity. 
In the abbreviation, the X stands for the Greek letter Chi, the first letter of the Greek word for Christ. Jesus’ 
name has also been abbreviated as XP, a combination of the first and second letters of the Greek word for 
Christ. From XP comes the labarum, a holy symbol in Orthodox Christianity that represents Jesus. 
The term X-mas has been used since the 16th century, though it gained prominent usage in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. In the modern world, X has been taken to be used as an abbreviation for any word with Christ or 
the “krys” sound in it, even in words which have no etymological connection. Chrysanthemum, for example, 
is sometime shortened to “xant” on florist’s signs, and crystal has sometimes been abbreviated as “xtal”. 
The modern Christmas tree differs greatly from its roots; today, we decorate an everlasting, artificial 
construct with bright lights and dazzling ornaments, while traditionally, the tree was of course, real and 
more importantly, decorated with edibles such as apples and nuts. The tradition, as with that of the wreath, 
started with the elements symbolized by evergreens in pre-Christian winter festivals: immortality and 
fortitude. 
THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
The evergreen was also known to have represented the same values to a variety of cultures, including the 
Egyptians, Chinese, and Hebrews. The worship of trees was also very common in European druidism and 
paganism. In Christian tradition, trees were often put up in December to serve the dual purpose of warding 
off the devil and allowing a perch for whatever birds still remained. Evergreen trees decorated with apples 
and wafers were also used in Christmas Eve plays during the Middle Ages to represent the tree from which 
Adam and Eve at the forbidden fruit. As for decoration, the first evidence for decorated Christmas trees 
comes from German craftsman guilds during the Renaissance. After the Protestant Reformation, trees 
enjoyed a surge of popularity among Protestant households as counterparts to the Catholic nativity scene. 
SANTA CLAUS 
Most people know that Santa’s origins lie in Saint Nicholas, that generous Saint who gave presents to needy 
children. However, many other figures evolved into the conglomerate we call Santa Claus. 
For one, the Dutch Sinterklaas, who himself has basis with Saint Nick, was the main inspiration for Santa 
Claus. He is nearly identical to Santa: he wears red and white, knows if you’re naughty or nice, and has elf 
helpers referred to as Zwarte Piet. However, the legend takes on a much darker legend when one hears that 
the Zwarte Piet’s duties also include punishing naughty children with “jute bags and willow canes”. He also 
differs from Santa in the facts that he wears a bishop’s hat and comes on steam boat from Spain, rather than 
the North Pole. 
Another large influence into Santa’s design is the British Father Christmas, a figure developed in the 17th 
century as the embodiment of holiday joy and mirth. Odin also exists as a potential pagan inspiration for 
Santa Claus; he lead a hunting party with other gods on Yule, a German holiday at roughly the same time as 
Christmas; he rode Sleipnir, a legendary horse with 8 legs; like Santa, he has 8 reindeer; and he would fill 
children’s’ boots with candy, as mentioned earlier. 
The modern Santa Claus, contrary to popular belief, was not created by Coca-Cola, but has been in 
American folklore since the late 18th century. His name comes from an Americanization of Sinterklaas, and 
somewhere along the way, he lost his bishop’s hat. One could write an entire list on the origins of individual 
components of Santa’s story – suffice to say that they all have interesting origins, and I would suggest 
further reading. 
There may be a couple levels of separation, but nearly every strange traditions we practice around the 
holiday season stem from Christianity, and further than that, even have a basis in Pagan religions and pre-
Christian traditions. And really, do the connections to Christianity even matter? Christmas is the one time of 
year where everyone (or nearly so) is friendly, generous and gets along with each other, does it matter the 
inspiration? As a non-Christian, I believe we can all learn something from the Christmas spirit, regardless of 
race, religion, or creed. 
  



 
 
 

 

John Alcantar and family 

$25/year 


